
The UA honors Kevin Marvel as the College of Science Alumnus of the year at 
homecoming festivities in October.  
 
 

 
Kevin Marvel attended the University of Arizona, where he received B.S. degrees 
in Astronomy and Physics with a minor in Mathematics.  He attended New 
Mexico State University for graduate school, earning a M.S. and then a Ph.D. in 
Astronomy in 1996.  His dissertation research was carried out in Socorro at the 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory using the Very Long Baseline Array, a 
continent-wide radio telescope.  The main result of his dissertation research was 
more accurate distance measurements to a handful of old stars by studying the 
movements small gas clouds near the stars that exhibit maser emission. 
 
Before taking up a position with the American Astronomical Society in 1998 as 
Associate Executive Officer, he served as a postdoctoral fellow at the California 
Institute of Technology's (CALTECH’s) Owens Valley Radio Observatory where 
he helped test and implement a new system to correct for the atmospheric 
degradation of short wavelength radio waves observed with the millimeter array 
radio telescope.  During his spare time at OVRO he enjoyed fly-fishing, hiking 
in the beautiful Sierra Nevada Mountains and exploring Death Valley National 
Park.   
 
In 2002 he was named Deputy Executive Officer of the American Astronomical 
Society (the professional membership organization for research astronomers 
primarily in North America, but with worldwide membership), continuing to 
manage the public policy program for the Society and undertaking additional 
responsibilities. In July 2006, he was chosen as Executive Officer, a position he 
still holds today.  In this role, he is responsible for all aspects of Society 
operations, including the publishing of the primary research journals in 
Astronomy, the Astrophysical Journal and Astronomical Journal.  
 
Kevin is also the author of numerous articles both scholarly and general interest, 
book chapters and two books, “Astronomy Made Easy”.  He regularly speaks to 
the public about astronomy and will happily teach anyone to recognize the bright 
constellations and talk endlessly about the latest discoveries in astronomy.  
 
He is married to Dr. Jennifer Kerns, M.D., M.S.H.S., a Hospitalist and Co-Director 
of Bariatric Surgery at the Washington DC VA Medical Center, Assistant 
Professor of Medicine, George Washington University and Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences.  They are both passionate sailors and 
gardeners, growing primarily rare heirloom tomatoes ( Jennifer ) and NM Big Jim 
Peppers ( Kevin ). 
 


